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WELCOME
TO THE FASCINATING WORLD OF ARAMAIC!

Aramaic, also known as Syriac, is the door
to the precious riches of Syriac Christianity.
Syriac is one of the dialects
of the Aramaic language spoken by Jesus.

Syriac language is the medium through which the heritage of the early Jewish
Christian community is preserved.

Syriac language gives you access

to the Syriac Biblical version PSitta,

the Writings of great Fathers like Mar Aprem, and great Iiturgicél pray'é:rsii
like Qudasa of Mar Addai and Mar Mari.
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EAST SYRIAC ALPHABET

Look at these symbols! All these are directed from right to left!

Syriac letters are written and read from right to left!
(The same principle 1s true about Semitic languages like
Hebrew and Arabic.)

Here are the 22 letters of Syriac. Syriac language has three

versions of the alphabets: Estrangela (the classical alphabet which is written without
vowels), East Syriac (Madnhaya) and West Syriac (Serto). Here we prefer the East
Syriac version of fonts. Later, we shall also learn the differences found in ¢

Estrangela and West Syriac.




Syriac letters are written and read from right to left!

(The same principle is true about Semitic languages like

Hebrew and Arabic.)

Here are the 22 letters of Syriac. Syriac language has three
versions of the alphabets: Estrangela (the classical alphabet which is written without

vowels), East Syriac (Madnhaya) and West Syriac (Serto). Here we prefer the East
Syriac version of fonts. Later, we shall also learn the differences found in the

Estrangela and West Syriac.
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Syniac Prcliminary Lessoes '

Dalath 3 Gamal Beth & Alap L

Zainy Waw @ Heh €1

Yodh w Teth & Heth wa
Noond Meemada Lamadh Q Kap &

Sade @ Peh d Aeh M\ Semkath

Taw &\ Seen <X Resh 3 Qop

2 e b e
A 3 > B ¢




Pranaliteration of the Nyriae Alphabet
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There are naughty ones among

“Among Syrlac Alphabet!
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‘Kap’ has ‘three forms. When it stands without touching any

e letter *
’ it
other letter it has the following shape: § When it is at the end of 2 word 1

has the following shape: &
When it is in between two letters it has the following shape: <

§ } o Theletter ‘Meem’ has two forms: 38 &

® Usually it is written as 3a. But when it is at the end of a word it has
e following shape: 7=

The letter “Noon’ has three forms. When it stands without touching

any other letter it has the following shape: & When it is at the end of

o word and it is connected to the previous letter it has the following
shape: -
When it is in the beginning of a word or between two letters it has the

following shape: =

Therefore when we write two ‘noons’ continuously we write as follows:

‘A

..Somettmes we find a special form of writing the combmatmn of & and o

2. When 2 is written after &\ these two letters are combmed

4 See the combmatlon of A\ and 2. at the endof thas Wmd |
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Exercise 3+ Transliterate the following Syriac words. (Write the correspon |
ding English letters of the Syriac letters in the words.) Please note that you may
put * mark instead of 2 and ° mark instead of ..
pECR I nis
vml 15:5\
meanl 1axs.
LAy bYW |
y-T-L 1oaadie

Now it o time to nead Syréac! Q’@

We need vowels to pronounce properly the letters in a word. (Please remember
that the classical Syriac was written without vowels.)

" There are seven Vowels in Syriac.

1. Zqapa: It is an open or long A. Tt is usually pronounced ‘@’ as in Father.
Zqapa is indicated by placing two points in a slant, one above the other,
directly over the consonant. ‘ :
Examples: gad  da 3 ba & ahi

2. Pthaha: It is a shortened A as in verbal, local, rental etc. L 18 el
~ indicated by placing one point over the letter and another point Iy .
e Tl e N e
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Syriac Preliminany Lessons m |

Words with Vowels
.al ar‘a Earth
HaSx s1ama P
¥ax Sma Name
st lahma Bread
LN gaza Treasure
R ‘ayna Eye
N haila Power
pre Y T mSam3ana Deacon
2343 pagra Body
1593 dma Blood

3. Zlama Psheeqa: It is a shortened E as in egg, end, rent etc. Zlama
Psheeqa is indicated by placing two dots side by side under the
consonant.

Examples: ge &\ de 2 be = el

4. Zlama Qashya: It is an open E as in-bear, pear, they etc. Zlama Qashya is

indicated by placing two dots in a slant one above the other, under the

consonant. -
Examples: g€ de 3 be a g1

Words with Vowels

PENSA LMy Family, race

 besma Perfume, incense

e EE———




 Bedea  kursyd

"

Sypiac Preliminany Lessons

Feast

Ear

Foot
Splendour
Head
Service

Sun

Rwaha: It is an O as in oh, open etc. Rwaha is indicated by placing a dot
above the letter Waw (a ). Here the letter Waw has the function ofa

vowel and not a consonant. (a ).

Examples: go a\ do a2 bo a3 o a2

Rwasa: It is QO or U as in reom, cool, put etc. Rwasa is indicated by

placing a dot under the letter Waw (a ). Here the letter Waw has the

function of a vowel and not of a consonant. (a) .

Examples: gu o\ du e3 bu a3 u a2

Hwasa: It is a long I. It is pronounced as ee in Bee. Hwasa is indicated by
placing a dot under the letter Yod (. ). Here the letter Yod has the

function of a vowel and not of a consonant. (a ).

Examples: gioy diea biaa 1w

Words with Vowels

263038 thronos

ML bem Weuds

Throne, altar

-
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daxa 80 Jesus '
Laxy mSiha Christ.

1ma3d paroqa Saviour

oudx Skiha Apostle

209 puma Mouth

Lia3 riha Spirit

AiSian qurbana  Offering

1x3an gudasa Sacrament, Sanctification

232 ida Hand

LI bisa Bad, evil

e SR N
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Exercise 4: Write all the 22 letters, each with the seven vowels and

| their pronunciation as given in the model below.

l al Wl 2 i 3 2
1 u 0 e e a a -




Gk Jesus Chrlst, we glorify you

e

Exercise 5: Write all the Syriac sentences given below. This is to make you

thorough with the Syriac alphabet. The sentences are from thie Gospels and
from the prayers of Qurbana. Please take special care to write exactly the

vowels.

:.:no:m:: P LVA 18a3xA

Glory to God in the highest.

ig0m estd iata B\ e

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit

eoia ool ml bis all o

From eternity and forever, Amen and Amen.

Let us pray peace be with us.

W
-

‘.::..:_\05'0 J.S':'\:_i 23%

Lord of all we praise you

/ 4
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ur of our souls

you are the quickener of our bodies and gracious $avio

For

So iy daaad 8 dan et B9 6 b g

Holy God, Holy mighty, Holy immortal, have mercy on us

waiz damad agkaal,

Blessed are the poor in spirit

fiaxa 1803l el oo

For theirs is the kingdom -of heaven

ahaial eudel

: Blessed are the merciful

|

‘ o ‘ s (A7)
Bawd cocu ~ecuidsa

For they will receive mercy

ool L2 e 18 ondal,

Blessed are the pure in heart
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For they will see God

pals *F‘A','.“ ~aouial,

Blessed are the peace makers

\C‘I:'Iﬂb,\:‘! 2.3&3,.9 amal‘:‘lé

For they will be called children of God

1AL, aBoias Aas3 ~GASL

You are the light of the world

More Tips to Read Syriac

7 Learning to read and write is very important in the study of any classical language.

b Waﬁmmft&md'tﬁ&WSymﬂ@ﬁa&LWmmgmﬁzwmm e
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| distinguishing some letters, from one another. But you will make them sure Gyuwamofgge 4y
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